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Lear Mzx, Chalrean:

1 refer to your letter of 2 April 1957, requesting & report from this
Agency on oecasions shmee May 17, 1954 whea we bave refused informa-
tion te Congressmen or Congressional Committees,

By way of background, it may be useful to refor to the laws and
regulations which govern the disclesure sr withholding of information
by this Agency. Secliom 102{d)}{(3) of the National Security Act of 1947,
(P, L. 285, 80th Congress), as amended, provides ia part That the
Director of Central Intelligence ohall be responsible for protecting
intelligence sources and smethods from unawthorized disclosure. Fection
7 of the Central lntelligence Agency Act of 1949 (P. L. 119, 8lst Congress),
a# amaended, provides as follows:

In the interasts of the security of the foreign intelligence
activities of the United States and in order further to imple-
rrent the proviss of section 193{(8)(3) of the Natiemal Securvity
Act of 1547 (Padlie Law 253, Eightieth Congress, firet session)
that the Uirector of Central Intalligence shall be responsible
for protecting intelligence sources and metheds froe sasuthor-
ized disclosure, the Agency shall be exempted from the pro«
visions of sections | and 2, chapter 795 ol the Act of August
28, 1935 (47 Stat. 986, $57; 5 U.2.C, 654), and the provisions
of any other law which require the publication or disclosure
of the organiraticn, functicas, names, offictal tities, salsries,
or numbers of persennel employed by the Agency: Provided,
That in furtherence of this section, the Director of the Bureau
of the Budget shall make no reports to the Congress in connection
with the Agemcy under section 607, title Vi, chapter 212 of the
Act of June 50, 1948, as amended (3 U.2. (. 947 b))},
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Within this legirlative framewnrk, we ave governed by the provistens
of the vartves Executive rders pertaining to the protection of sucu- -
rity information, ‘

The following ix a rumasary descriptien of the cccasions vn which
this Ageacy has Jeclined to furnieh iaformation te Comgressmen or to
“ongressienal coxnmittees, together with the reanens thevefor. Names
bave been omitted for rexsons [ am sure you will appreciate,

&, m 29 Janvary 1953 the Chalrman of the Senste Committer on
Goverament <:perations was informed by letter that we would be unabie
to furaish information regavrding numbere and eategories of persounel
for inclusion in an waclaseified report being prepared by the Cammittee,
citing the appropriate provisicas of Eection 7 of the Central Intelligence
Agency et of 1949, The Committee Accepted cur conclusions that such
information shosld not be released, ar they had in comnection with
previcus reparts,

b. In April 1995, we indicated to a member of the staff of the
fenate Permanest Investigations Subcammittee thet we would be unable
to furnish certain clasaified information un railroad systvms within the
VESK. This taveleed the protection of sources and methoda, au pre-
vided in Scetion 102{d)(3) of the National Security Act of 1947,

. on 5 Mgy 1958, a letter was sent to a Ssuator, declining to
fornish a photostat of & Persenal History Statement submitted by a
candidats for employrnent with this Agency, uniess the tndividual con-
cerned authorized us to do so in writing, because the Staterment contained
bighly personal and confidential medical data. "

4. "m 5 May 1955, the administrative asvistant of 3 semator was
taformed that we would be unadie htw&almrhum-mm
Siviag the reasons for Bhe resiguation of that individwunl. The adminis-
trative aseistant wae advised that such a procedurs was ceatrary to
Ageancy policy. He was further inform » howeves, that the Directer
of Pexrscanel bad adviged the sx-exmployee that if say prospective sm-
Ployer contacted the Agency, he would be told that the resignation was
salely for medical ressons. Thers were no security considerations
involved in this cave. .
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e, Tm 14 June 1933 a letter was sent to the Counsel of the Sub-
comnanittee on Governmment Employees' Security Program of b Senste
Committee on Fost ifice & Civil Service, informing him that we would
be unable to answer guestions relating to the sumader sod sames of per-
sounel engaged in a2 certain program activity, togwiher with grades,
duties, titles and salaries. The authority for this sction was fection 7
of the 1A Act of 1949,

{. In Augist 1958 a member of the staff of the Ceante Permanent
Inve stigations Subcommittes was informed that we could not furnish him
with the name of a certain official in Europe as & contact cn the subject
of East-¥est trade, This again involved a problem of the protection
of gources and sethods, and the staff membey was advised to desl
directly with Usitad States diplomstic represeatatives.

8 ¢ 27 Awgust 1955 a letter was sent to the Chairmas of the
Heuse Committes on Gevernment 'perstions indicating that we could
net furnish the aamses of certain consultants with this Agency. R was
explained that these individuals were engaged in highly classified preoj-
ccts, the security of which would be compromised if their asssclation
were knowa, Tha Acting Pirector offered to discuss individusl cases
orally with the Chalrman i he so desived, and other pertinent informa.
tion requested by tha Commiltee was furnished,

h. “m & Septamber 1953 a lettey was sent to the Counssl of the
tubcammitiee on Government Employees' Security Program: of the
Seaste Committes on Post “iffice & Civil Service, informing him that
we would be usable ts covaply with a request that we furaleh informa-
tion on the summber of sensitive positions in the Gantral Intelligence
Agency. It was sxplained that we could not comply with the reque
due to the fact that all regular Agency positions were considered as
sensitive within the meaning of Executive “rder 10450, snd that
accordingly the yublication of the number of employess would fall withia
the inhibittens of Section 7 of the C1A Act of 1949,

$. n 14 Jnoe 1956 a lettey wos sent to the Chaiyman of the Inter-
governmental Aclations Subcormuittes of the Houss Committee on
Government Uperntions explaining why we were unable te relsase to the
subcomromittee certaln classified information which had beca originated
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by other agencies of the Govermment. I8 wae polubed ouf that the author-
ity for the relsase of such infermation rested solely with ﬁc respousihle
agencles concerned,

The foregoing are the caly cases {n our records of any fatlure to
furnish information requested by Congressmen or ~cngressionsl com-
mittees within the time peried referred to in your letter. In each case
the reascns for ey inability to furaish the information were sxplained
fully to the requesting ofiiciale, and to the best uf vur knewledge they
were found te de sessonable in the light of cur statutory respoasibilities.

The Directer of Central Intelligence appears regularly befure
established subcommmnittess of the Armed Services and Appropriations
Committees of the Senats and of the House, and makes svailable to these
subcosnamittees complete iaforrcation on Agency activities, persoomsl
and expenditures. No information has cver been denied to these sub-
comenittess, The Divector also repularly briefe the Joint Comanitiec
on Atomnic Lnergy s matters which fall within the Commitise's sphere
of interest. This Agemcy maintaing contacts with s sumber of other
committees and members of the Congrees, snd, apart from the instances
cited above, has complied with regussts for information, classificd or
unclawsified, The anly sxceptions iz the genersl rule are cases where
the requesting sfficisl, after discussion with Agency officials, hes agreed
that the nature of the information origisally requestad was such that its
relesse would be detrbmantal to the security interusis of the United
Statesw,

1 trust that this information is responsive te your inguiry, Ve
wish to cooperats with your subcemumittes in every way possible, and
if further taforemation is desired, we will do cur Dest to furnish it.

$incerely,

IG/LC:NSPaul/hle (36 Apr.57) +1%6p
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